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Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and 

Connectivity 

Michael Matheson MSP 

Lewis Macdonald MSP 
Convener 
Health and Sport Committee 

23 December 2020 

Dear Convener, 

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 
25) Regulations 2020

I am writing to advise you that the Scottish Ministers have made the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 25) Regulations 2020 today, 
23 December, under section 94(1) (International Travel) of the Public Health etc. (Scotland) 
Act 2008, which will come into force from 6pm today. The regulations will be laid before the 
Scottish Parliament on 24 December. 

Section 122(5) of the 2008 Act states that regulations under section 94(1) are subject to the 
affirmative procedure.  However, section 122(6) provides that the affirmative procedure will 
not apply if the Scottish Ministers consider that the regulations need to be made urgently. In 
such situations, section 122(7) applies. 

The regulations are being introduced due to the situation in South Africa, where a mutated 
strain of the SARS-Cov-2 virus has been detected with greater transmissibility between 
humans. 

Section 122(7) sets out that “emergency regulations” must be laid before the Scottish 
Parliament and cease to have effect on the expiry of the period of 28 days beginning with the 
date on which the regulations were made unless, before the expiry of that period, the 
regulations have been approved by a resolution of the Parliament.  It has not been possible 
to comply with section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 
by laying the Regulations before they come into force.  The laying requirements have 
accordingly not been complied with.  This is because the need for the Regulations only came 
to light on 23 December 

These regulations will make further amendments to regulations 3, 6 and 7 of the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Regulations 2020.  The regulations 
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will remove all exemptions from anyone arriving from South Africa, so that anybody arriving 
in the UK would be legally required to isolate for 10 days and to complete the Passenger 
Locator Form. This will apply not just to individual travellers, but to their households too. 

As well as amending the regulations, we'll also be in touch with anyone who has arrived from 
South Africa over the past 10 days who may have had a sectoral exemption to encourage 
them and their households of the need to isolate 

We will look to have the Regulations approved by a resolution of the Parliament as soon as 
possible. You will also note that the Regulations require the Scottish Ministers to keep the 
necessity for these measures under regular review and we will do so and keep Parliament 
updated. 

Michael Matheson 
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